
Past Perfect Tense 
 
 
 
Die Past Perfect Tense verwendest du in einer Erzählung in der Past Tense für Dinge, die 

noch vor der Erzaehlzeit stattgefunden haben. 

 
 
Bsp: John waited for the bus home after he had finished work. 
 Erzählung in der Past Tense frühere Handlung in der Past Perfect Tense 

 
 
 
1. Decide which action happened first and tick the correct sentence! 
 

a) The play started. Then Bill arrived at the theatre. 
 The play had already started when Bill arrived at the theatre. 
 Bill had already arrived at the theatre when the play started. 
 

b) The phone stopped. Then Silvia picked up the receiver. 
 When the phone stopped Silvia had already picked up the receiver. 
 When Silvia picked up the receiver the phone had already stopped. 
 

c) The police arrived. Then the burglar escaped. 
 When the police arrived the burglar had already escaped. 
 The police had already arrived when the burglar escaped. 
 

d) Pete found a job. Then he left school. 
 When Pete found a job he had already left school. 
 When Pete left school he had already found a job. 
 

e) Tony did his homework. Then he read some books. 
 After Tony had read some books he did his homework. 
 After Tony had done his homework he read some books. 
 

f) I finished my diner. Then I went to bed. 
 I had already finished my diner when I went to bed. 
 I went to bed before I had finished my diner. 
 

g) I phoned Maria at about eight. She went out at six. 
 I phoned Maria, but she had already gone out. 
 After I had phoned Maria she went out. 
 

h) Mrs. Marple sold her car. Then she bought a new one. 
 After Mrs. Marple had bought a new one she sold her car. 
 After Mrs. Marple had sold her car she bought a new one. 
 

i) Anna started French and then she went to Paris for a year. 
 When Anna went to Paris she had already started French. 
 When Anna started French she had already gone to Paris. 

 
 
 



Past Perfect Tense - Lösung 
 
 
 
Die Past Perfect Tense verwendest du in einer Erzählung in der Past Tense für Dinge, die 

noch vor der Erzaehlzeit stattgefunden haben. 

 
 
Bsp: John waited for the bus home after he had finished work. 
 Erzählung in der Past Tense frühere Handlung in der Past Perfect Tense 

 
 
 
2. Decide which action happened first and tick the correct sentence! 
 

a) The play started. Then Bill arrived at the theatre. 
 The play had already started when Bill arrived at the theatre. 
 Bill had already arrived at the theatre when the play started. 

 
b) The phone stopped. Then Silvia picked up the receiver. 

 When the phone stopped Silvia had already picked up the receiver. 
 When Silvia picked up the receiver the phone had already stopped. 

 
c) The police arrived. Then the burglar escaped. 

 When the police arrived the burglar had already escaped. 
 The police had already arrived when the burglar escaped. 

 
d) Pete found a job. Then he left his parents. 

 When Pete found a job he had already left his parents. 
 When Pete left his parents he had already found a job. 

 
e) Tony did his homework. Then he read some books. 

 After Tony had read some books he did his homework. 
 After Tony had done his homework he read some books. 

 
f) I finished my diner. Then I went to bed. 

 I had already finished my diner when I went to bed. 
 I went to bed before I had finished my diner. 

 
g) I phoned Maria at about eight. She went out at six. 

 I phoned Maria, but she had already gone out. 
 After I had phoned Maria she went out. 

 
h) Mrs. Marple sold her car. Then she bought a new one. 

 After Mrs. Marple had bought a new one she sold her car. 
 After Mrs. Marple had sold her car she bought a new one. 

 
i) Anna started French and then she went to Paris for a year. 

 When Anna went to Paris she had already started French. 
 When Anna started French she had already gone to Paris. 


