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READING 

 

 
1. In which paragraphs of the text can you get the following information?  

 Note that one heading refers to two paragraphs. 

 

 
  Paragraph 

a) Later, a few details were added to Conan Doyle’s stories  

b) new productions  

c) the present detective  

d) the author’s medical background  

e) an attempt to end the stories  

f) alive again!  

g) facts about the author  

h) a recommendation  

i) the complete adventures of Sherlock Holmes  

j) the present Doctor Watson  

k) who inspired Conan Doyle’s portrayal of the detective?  

l) the pattern for the stories  

m) reactions on the death of Sherlock Holmes  

n) a historic role transferred to the present  

o) the first film productions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Read the text and decide whether the following statements are true or false or not in 

the text.  
  

 true  false  not in 
the text 

a) Conan Doyle loved reading detective novels. 

 

   

b) There are great differences between the present Sherlock  

     Holmes and the past ones. 

   

c) Sherlock Holmes lives in the capital of the UK. 

 

    

d) Conan Doyle wore a deerstalker hat himself. 

 

   

e) Conan Doyle always loved writing stories about Sherlock Holmes. 

 

   

f) The dialogues in the new production are quite funny.  

 

   

 
3. What does the text say about these main characters? Complete the following grid  

 

Sherlock Holmes Doctor Watson 

 

- eccentric master of deduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
VOCABULARY 

 
1. Find synonyms or synonymous expressions for the following words. 

 Do not change the meaning of the sentences. 
 
a) returns  (paragraph 1)    __________________________ 
 
b) whole  (paragraph 1)    __________________________ 
 
c) incredible  (paragraph 4)    __________________________ 
 
d) completed  (paragraph 5)    __________________________ 
 
e) carried on   (paragraph 5)    __________________________ 
 
f) achieved  (paragraph 6)   __________________________ 
 
g) brilliant  (paragraph 6)    __________________________ 
 
h) bright  (paragraph 7)    __________________________ 
 
i) struggle  (paragraph 10)  __________________________ 
 
j) scarier  (paragraph 15)    __________________________ 
 
k) witty  (paragraph 16)    __________________________ 

 

 
2. Find the opposites of the following words. 

 
a) tiny (paragraph 4)     __________________________ 
 
b) clever (paragraph 6)    __________________________ 
 
c) less (paragraph 6)    __________________________ 
 
d) same (paragraph 7)    __________________________ 
  
e) warmer (paragraph 7)    __________________________ 
 
f) never  (paragraph 8)    __________________________ 
 
g) good-looking (paragraph 14)  __________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

crime 

3. Complete the following mind map: 

 
 

 
 

      
  murder 
          
 
 

         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STRUCTURES 
 
Key word transformation 

Rewrite the following sentences by using the words in brackets: 

 
1. Holmes is far better at reading clues than Doctor Watson.    (as) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. By the time Holmes got to the train station the suspect had left.   (anymore) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The police suspected the gardener to have stolen the diamond ring.   (thought) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. It is not wise to annoy the police officer.      (silly) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 
ANSWER KEY 

 

READING 

1. 

 
  Paragraph 

a) Later, a few details were added to Conan Doyle’s stories 8 

b) new productions 1 

c) the present detective 14 

d) the author’s medical background 5 

e) an attempt to end the stories 10 

f) alive again! 12 

g) facts about the author 9 

h) a recommendation 16 

i) the complete adventures of Sherlock Holmes 3 

j) the present Doctor Watson 15 

k) who inspired Conan Doyle’s portrayal of the detective? 4 

l) the pattern for the stories 6+7 

m) reactions on the death of Sherlock Holmes 11 

n) a historic role transferred to the present 2 

o) the first film productions 13 

 
2.  
a) not in the text 

b) false 

c) true 

d) not in the text 

e) false 

f) true 

 

 

3.  

Sherlock Holmes Doctor Watson 

 

- eccentric master of deduction 

- lives in London 

- brilliant character who makes all the 

clever deductions 

- bright 

- logical and unemotional 

 

 

- not as clever as Holmes 

- is the narrator 

- is with Holmes all the time 

- sees the same clues and events but 

can’t really make any deductions 

from them 

 

 

 

 



 

VOCABULARY 

 
 

1. 
a) comes back 
b) complete 
c) unbelievable 
d) finished 
e) went on 
f) managed 
g) excellent 
h) clever 
i) fight 
k) more frightening 
l) funny 
 

2. 
 
a) giant, huge 
b) stupid 
c) more 
d) different 
e) colder 
f) always 
g) ugly 
 
3. 

 
theft 
burglary 
kidnapping 
pickpocketing 
corruption 
blackmailing 
mugging 

 
Key word transformation 

 
1. Doctor Watson is not as good at reading clues as Holmes. 
2. By the time Holmes got to the train station the suspect wasn’t there anymore. 
3. The police thought that the gardener had stolen the diamond ring.   
4. It is silly to annoy the police officer.    

 
 


